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This half-day event aims to consolidate a group of UK-based Latin America scholars concerned with Colombia 

and, specifically, with the present peace process between the Colombian Government of Juan Manuel Santos 

and the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia-People's Army (FARC-EP).  

As the result of collaboration between several scholars, an academic working group (British Academics for a 

Colombia Under Peace – BACUP) has been established, which will consistently follow the developments of the 

Santos-FARC peace talks with the aim to formulate academically robust and policy relevant research projects, as 

well as to offer suggestions for  civil society’s constructive role in the process. Until now the talks have been a 

very dynamic process. While FARC spokespersons regularly eschew the identification of a date for the signing of 

a final peace agreement, which could bring about a formal end the armed conflict, President Santos 

continuously reinforces the need for a quick fix solution. President Santos has stated that the talks should come 

to an end before November 2013. Moreover, after visiting Havana in March, the Head of Colombian Senate 

stated that Congress is asking the negotiation teams to reach an agreement by August 2013. 

This time pressure, linked to the Colombian electoral cycle, reinforces the importance of the working group. 

With timely academic interventions the group could offer a non-partisan view to shed light on some of the 

obstacles that the peace talks face. In particular, Colombian experts in the group are able to offer profound 

knowledge and experience of the country, whilst other members of the group offer comparative experience of 

peace processes in other Latin American contexts. 

By the time the workshop takes place on 12 April 2013, according to the peace agenda, the talks should already 

have reached an agreement on one of the thorniest issues for Colombian society: access to land and rural 

development. Consequently, the group should be able to offer an interesting perspective on the process thus far, 

whilst at the same time being able to analyse the prospective trajectory of the talks.  

 The event will be structured around the three following panels: (1) Land, Crime, and Elites (2) Regions, Media, 

and Geopolitics (3) Civil Society Initiatives: integrating collective efforts to support peace 

These broad panels will allow participants from a variety of academic and policy backgrounds, including 

International Relations, Latin American Studies, Peace and Conflict Resolution, Political Science, Human Rights, 

International Development, and Critical Security Studies, to elaborate on a series of key challenges the peace 

talks face. The formulation of an inter-disciplinary approach is key to understand (a) how the peace process is 

represented; (b) its impacts upon political discourses; (c) what roles different state and non-state, legal and 

illegal-criminal and domestic and international actors play (i.e., political, military, spoilers, business elites, 

criminal organizations, civil society); and (d) what the peace talks’ potential long-term impact could be in 

Colombia. Of particular significance to both the policy and academic communities is the fact that the working 

group will indirectly engage with a set of fundamental questions of growing relevance to the scholarship and 

practitioner field of peace and conflict studies: To what extent is the Colombian peace process sustainable? In 

what ways, if any, does it address the root causes of conflict? Are the peace talks a Colombian way of at Liberal 

Peace? 
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Programme 

All parts of the workshop will take place in Fulton Building 

 

13.00 – 13.15 Registration (Coffee) Foyer 

13.15 - 13.30  Welcome: Jan Selby/Andrei Gomez-Suarez Lecture Theatre B 

13.30 – 15.00 

 

 

 

 

Panel 1: Land, Crime, and Elites 
 

Chair: Jan Selby  
 

Grace Livingston  
The Land Issue: what has been achieved and what are the challenges ahead?  
 

Markus Schultze Kraft 
Organized crime and the prospects of war and peace in Colombia 
 

Jenny Pearce 
The role of Elites in Peace Processes in Colombia 
 

Lecture Theatre B 

15.00 - 15.20 Coffee break Foyer 

15.20-16.50 

 

 

 

Panel 2: Regions, Media and Geopolitics  
 

Chair: John Dew 
 

Roddy Brett  
Regional Civil Society organisations and the Peace Process  
 

Nick Morgan 
Media and representations of the Peace Process  
 

Andrei Gomez-Suarez 
The geopolitics of the Santos-FARC peace talks  
 

Room 104 

16.50-17.10  Coffee break Foyer 

17.10-18.30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Panel 3: Civil Society’s Initiatives: Integrating collective efforts to support peace 
 

Chair: Charlotte Melly  
 

Miguel Puerto 
Building a Permanent Platform for Peace: The case of La Mesa Permanente por la 
Paz in the UK and Europe 
 

Francy Carranza 
Building a social network to support Peace: The case of Rodeemos el Diálogo in 
the UK  
 

BACUP 
Building an academic group to support Peace 
 

Lecture Theatre B 

18.30-20.00 Drinks Reception Social Space 

 

 



Speaker Biographies 

 

Roddy Brett is a Lecturer with the School of International Relations. He was awarded his Ph.D. at the University 

of London is 2002, and since that time has lived in Latin America, principally in Guatemala and Colombia, 

working as a scholar-practitioner.  His fields of research include conflict and peace studies, political and other 

forms of violence, genocide studies, social movements, indigenous rights, democratisation and transitions. His 

work as a practitioner is in the fields of conflict analysis, indigenous rights, political violence and genocide, post-

conflict reconstruction, and human rights. He has published various books, co-edited volumes and articles on 

these themes. He has acted as Advisor to the United Nations Development Programme in both Colombia and 

Guatemala, and to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in Guatemala. Dr. Brett 

also served as Advisor on Indigenous Affairs to the Norwegian Embassy in Guatemala. He was Investigator for 

and Political Coordinator of the legal case filed against three former presidents of Guatemala and their military 

high commands of the 1980s for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity. He continues to advise the 

United Nations System in Latin America, in particular in themes of peacebuilding and conflict transformation. He 

holds a position of Visiting Professor at the Autonomous University of Madrid, Spain and is a member of the 

Academic Advisory Board for the International Centre on Non-Violent Conflict, in Washington D.C., and of the 

Advisory Council of the Institute of Humanitarian Studies of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs, Bogota, Colombia. 

 

Francy Carranza Franco is PhD Candidate in Development Studies at the School of Oriental and African Studies 

(SOAS) in London. Her research interest is on the concept of Citizenship and its relation with Security in 

situations of war or conflict, specifically on the formation of Citizenship on former guerrilla and paramilitary 

members, result of the Reintegration Process that took place in Colombia during Alvaro Uribe’s Presidency. She 

has worked at the Ministry of Education in Colombia and the Institute of Political Studies and International 

Relations (IEPRI) of the National University of Colombia. Last year, she took part in the creation of the group 

Rodeemos el Dialogo (which translates Let’s Surround the Dialogs). The group is formed by young professionals 

and students looking to support the peace dialogs that the Colombian government is currently holding with the 

FARC guerrilla. As part of its activities and in partnership with the LSE Colombian Society, the Chevening Scholars 

and the Institute of Development Studies, the group organized the event “The Colombian Peace Talks: Lessons 

from other negotiations” held in London on 13 March 2013. Francy holds an MA on Social Psychology (LSE) and a 

BA on Psychology (National University of Colombia).  

 

John Dew is former UK Ambassador to Colombia (2008-2012). 

 

Andrei Gomez-Suarez is Associate Researcher at the University of Sussex and member of the Sussex Centre for 

Conflict and Security Research (SCSR). He is Senior Consultant (on Conflict and Development) for Signum 

Consulting and (on Genocide and Memory) for the Centre for Historical Memory, of the Department for Social 

Prosperity of the Colombian Government. His current research focuses on the genocide of the Unión Patriótica 

(UP), UP Refugees in Europe, the Santos-FARC peace talks and the politics of post-conflict resolution. Andrei 

teaches on Peace Processes and Post-Conflict Resolution at Sussex, where he has been lecturer in International 

Security. He has also lectured in Politics and International Relations at the University of Cauca and Externado 

University. Andrei studied International Relations (DPhil) and Contemporary War and Peace Studies (MA) at the 

University of Sussex and Conflict Resolution (GD) and Political Science (BS) at the University of Los Andes. 

 



 

 

Grace Livingstone is a journalist who specializes in Latin American affairs. She has reported for the BBC World 

Service, the Guardian, The Independent, The Observer, New Statesman, NACLA magazine and The Tablet. She is 

the author of Inside Colombia: Drugs, Democracy and War (LAB, 2003) and America’s Backyard: the United 

States and Latin America from the Monroe Doctrine to the War on Terror (Palgrave Macmillan, 2009). She is 

currently a PhD candidate at the Centre of Latin American Studies, University of Cambridge. 

 

Charlotte Melly is Programme Assistant at Conciliation Resources. Before joining Conciliation Resources, 

Charlotte worked for the Fellowship of Reconciliation as an international human rights accompanier in Colombia. 

Providing protection and security to the Peace Community of San Jose de Apartadó and other human rights 

defenders, she gained insight into civil society movements in Colombia and grass-roots experience of local, non-

violent resistance. Prior to this, Charlotte worked as Junior Professional Fellow at the United Nations University 

Office in New York and in a local human rights centre in the south of Mexico. She earned her MPhil in 

International Relations, as well as her First Class BA in Modern and Medieval Languages, from the University of 

Cambridge. Charlotte speaks fluent English, French, Spanish and Portuguese and intermediate Arabic. 

 

Nick Morgan is the director of the MA in Latin American Interdisciplinary Studies at Newcastle University where 

his current research focuses on participatory democracy in Colombia and Venezuela. Nick previously worked as a 

discourse analyst at the Faculty of Social Sciences at the Universidad de los Andes in Bogotá where he published 

on the representation of the poor in the media, the everyday language of race, and the development of 

nationalist discourse. Nick is the author of the forthcoming book, Living in Hope: Nation, State and Democracy in 

Contemporary Colombia. 

 

Jenny Pearce is Professor of Latin American Politics and Director of the International Centre for Participation 

Studies in the Department of Peace Studies, University of Bradford. She is a specialist in issues of violence, 

conflict, social change and social agency in Latin America and has published widely on these themes, including 

on El Salvador, Promised Land: Peasant Rebellion in Chalatenango, El Salvador (1985, London: Latin America 

Bureau). More recently she has also worked on problems of participation and conflict in the north of England, 

following the Bradford riots of 2001, and helped found the Programme for a Peaceful City, a university-

community engagement programme with Bradford District. Since 2006, she has coordinated three research 

projects,  as co convenor of the research group on Participation, Violence and Citizenship at the Institute of 

Development Studies, University of Sussex, DFID-funded Development Research Centre on Participation, 

Citizenship and Accountability (she co-edited IDS Bulletin on ‘Researching Violence’ in May 2009), as Director of 

an ESRC- funded research project on Municipal Innovation in Non-Governmental Public Participation UK/Latin 

America (an edited book ‘Participation and Democracy in the 21st century City’ was pubished in 2010); and 

Director of the JRF funded research on  Community and Participation on Bradford’s ‘White Estates’,  which was 

published in July 2010. She has pioneered Latin American/ UK learning . She co-edited a special edition of the 

Community Development Journal on Learning from Latin America which came out in September 2010. Since 

1999 , she has been working on a protracted ethnography of peacebuilding in Huehuetenango, Guatemala and 

she continues to work in Colombia, in particular on ‘security from below’ in Medellin. Her latest journal article 

on Latin America is ‘Perverse State Formation and Securitised Democracy in Latin America’, published in 

Democratisation Vol 17, no. 2 April 2010 286-306. Her most recent book is co-authored with Janet Bujra on the 

Bradford riot: Saturday Night and Sunday Morning, The Bradford Riot and Beyond, Bradford:Vertical Editions 

 

 

 



 

 

Miguel Puerto is a dual-qualified (Colombia and Spain) lawyer with more than 20 years of experience in the 

defence of human and trade union rights. Miguel is a member of the lawyers’ collective Colectivo de Abogados 

‘José Alvear Restrepo’ (CAJAR) and for the past seven years has worked with ICTUR as Colombia / Latin America 

Coordinator. In recent years Miguel has been working to ensure that violations of human rights suffered by 

Colombian trade unionists are denounced at the international level. Miguel has subsequently presented legal 

actions before international judicial bodies in the struggle to secure justice for cases that are under impunity and 

where no-one has been brought to justice in national courts.  

 

Markus Schultze-Kraft is Governance Team Leader & Research Fellow at Institute of Development Studies at the 

University of Sussex. For more than 15 years, Markus has been working on conflict prevention and resolution; 

security system reform (SSR) and security policy; disarmament, demobilization and reintegration (DDR); 

transitional justice; illegality and organised transnational crime; the rule of law; human rights and humanitarian 

responses to natural and human-made crises and disasters. In his capacity as a doctoral researcher, university 

lecturer (Los Andes University, Bogota) and senior International Crisis Group and UN human rights official, he 

was based in Latin America for many years. Markus’s published work includes a book on comparative conflict 

resolution and the restructuring of civil-military relations in Central America, numerous book chapters and 

scholarly articles on current Latin American and other political and social affairs, as well as two dozen 

International Crisis Group policy reports. Working at the International Crisis Group and the UN Human Rights 

Office in Colombia (2001-2010), Markus gained broad policy advocacy experience at a senior level across the 

Americas and Europe. He has regularly lectured and presented briefings on diverse conflict prevention and 

resolution topics, including at UN Headquarters in New York, the foreign ministries of Brazil, Canada, Colombia, 

Germany, Norway and the U.S., the Inter-American Dialogue and Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation. Markus’s current 

work at IDS focuses on state fragility, violence mitigation, transnational organized crime, the rule of law, security, 

and (global) governance. He teaches the course ‘The Governance of Violent Conflict and (In)securities’ in the IDS 

MA Governance and Development programme and also lectures on democracy and conflict, global governance, 

globalization and state fragility. Markus holds a D.Phil. in Politics and an M.Phil. in Latin American Studies from 

the University of Oxford and an MA in Political Science from the Free University Berlin. He is a member of the 

German Research Working Group on Latin America (ADLAF) and the Observatory of Organized Crime in Latin 

America (Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation). 

 

Jan Selby is Senior Lecturer in International Relations and Director of the Sussex Centre for Conflict and Security 

Research.   His research focuses on peace processes; environmental security; the Israeli-Palestinian conflict; and 

international relations theory.  Jan studied at the universities of Durham and Lancaster, and received his PhD in 

Sociology from Lancaster in 2000. He subsequently taught in the Department of Politics and International 

Relations at Lancaster, and the Department of International Politics, Aberystwyth, before joining Sussex in 2005. 

He was Head of Department at Sussex from 2007-2009. He has held Visiting Reserch Fellowships at McGill 

University, Tel Aviv University and the Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, New Delhi. 


