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Abstract: Everyday Forms of Peacebuilding in Colombia: Unimagining the ‘Flat-packed’ 

Peace? 

After over four decades of armed conflict between the government and the Fuerzas Armadas 

Revolucionarias de Colombia (FARC), and systematic failure to bring an end to the conflict 

through negotiations, talks between the warring parties were initiated formally again in 

November 2012 with the aim of bringing closure to the conflict. Whilst a series of formal 

mechanisms have been established that seek, in theory, to facilitate the inclusion of civil 

society proposals within the process, the effective composition of the negotiating table and its 

mandate replicate those of previous fragile peace processes in other regions. The male-biased 

negotiations – carried out exclusively between the armed actors – marginalise civil society, in 

particular regional actors, from the process, whilst eschewing engagement with structural 

causal factors of the conflict. Whether under these conditions the process can be sustainable 

and yield enduring impact, or whether the process represents yet another instance of ‘flat-

packed’ Liberal Peace remains to be seen. 

However, over the last decade, actors at the regional level have sought to build peace in the 

midst of armed conflict through emphatically bottom-up processes that empower citizens to 

construct and enact visions of State, society and government that respond directly to their 

self-defined and differential needs, priorities and cultural values. These processes, including 

those in the department of Narino, posit an alternative to the Liberal Peace, representing an 

inclusive, potentially emancipatory and sustainable peacebuilding. As yet, however, there 

appears to be very little articulation between formal peace-making and the politics of 

resistance and hybridity that shape local level peacebuilding, suggesting that impact at the 

regional level remains quarantined and fragile. 

This paper engages with a series of theoretical questions that emerge out of a critical analysis 

of the literature on local level peacebuilding, subsequently situating said questions within a 

nuanced comparative reading of the broader peacebuilding literature. The aim of the research 

then, is to develop a set of theoretical tools that will form part of a long-term project on 

peacebuilding in Colombia. 

 


