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First Discussion Group on Colombia’s Peace Talks 

London 27th August 2013 

The Discussion Group (Conversatorio) took place at Canning House, in London, on the 27th 
August 2013; the first in a series of discussions which will convene on a monthly basis with the 
aim of analising the progress of the Peace Talks between the Colombian government and the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC).  This initiative has been promoted by 
‘Rodeemos el Diálogo - [RED]’, ‘Plataforma’, ‘British Academics for a Colombia Under Peace - 
[BACUP]’, and Canning House, and the main objective is to observe the peace talks and to gather 
a diverse group of - mainly Colombian - people, who wish to examine and contribute ideas 
towards building a peaceful Colombia.  The points addressed at the Peace Talks will not 
necessarily be resolved by these discussions, but it is expected that the Conversatorio acts as an 
informer and a forum for discussion on the topic, and as a contributor to civil society. 

The event’s guest analyst was John Dew, former British Ambassador to Colombia, and Andrei 
Gómez-Suárez, an University of Sussex Researcher, acted as Moderator.  The remaining 23 
participants were mostly Colombians plus a few individuals of other nationalities. 

Following a brief analysis of the Peace Process, with special reference to the 12th and 13th round 
of negotiations, the discussion proceeded to a sharing of individual opinions from those present 
at the event.  As a result of this discussion various ideas were developed regarding the FARC, the 
Government and the Colombian society. 

FARC 

3 main reasons were outlined in order for the FARC to be willing to demobilise.  These reasons 
were: 

1. Despite Colombia’s all-embracing democracy, some sectors of the society have limited 
access to the country’s political system; hence the FARC wants to promote a real 
transformation in this respect and they hope to be able to negotiate their own political 
participation. 

2. FARC has decided to demobilise in order for some of their members to be able to 
actively participate in the country’s political life.  However they are not willing to expose 
their members to prison or extradition. 

3. The civil society is working on the topic of political participation and social system, and 
it appears that the FARC would legally want to be part of this process. 

The FARC are militarily weak and they have little support in the cities.  This (peace) process 
could therefore be the last opportunity that they have to negotiate participation, as a political 
movement, in the government.  Although engagements by FARC guerrillas amount to only 15% 
of the violence in Colombia, it is believed that the remaining 85% will not be resolved unless the 
minority 15% is addressed. 

Santos Government 

In engaging in this Peace Process, the main objective of Santos’ administration is not the FARC’s 
“de-legitimation” but the “de-legitimation” of violence as a means to obtain political objectives.  
The government is also keen on resolving any conflicts with the FARC so that they can 
implement a development plan.  However, with the 2014 elections looming and the obstacles 
and slow progress in reaching an agreement on the 5 items of the agenda of this process, there 
feeling is that the negotiations will not reach a final agreement next year. 

One option provided by the government is a referendum, but this is not necessarily the only 
option.  Referendums imply additional logistics that can be costly and Colombia’s history 
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suggests that they tend to be unsuccessful because Colombians are not inclined to attend the 
voting polls.  The Government, consequently, proposed to hold this referendum on the same day 
of the 2014 Presidential Elections. 

Colombian Civil Society 

Some of the aspects that the FARC has discussed in regards to greater justice in the countryside, 
such as an agrarian reform, more equality and combating corruption, are shared by the great 
majority in rural Colombia and by the vast majority of Colombia’s population.   This however 
does not mean that society, particularly those living in rural areas, supports the FARC or their 
violent means to obtain political participation and contribution to the country’s development. 

Rural society has been vastly affected by the conflicts with the FARC.  Poverty, lack of 
distribution infrastructure that can allow access from small producers to markets, lack of 
investment and other basic benefits still exist.  Moreover, the conflict has prevented social 
leaders to voice their concerns as they tend to be immediately stigmatised and branded as 
dissidents.  However, despite these negative aspects, the peace dialogue has opened a political 
space for the civil rural society to have a voice. 

Conducted in cities, the latest opinion polls by the Colombian media do not reflect the rural 
society’s opinion.  It is therefore difficult to gauge genuine support for the peace process.  
Furthermore, on the subject of post-conflict political participation, one particular question is 
brought to light:  what percentage of the population would be willing to support, in an election, 
the demobilised combatants once they form a political party that is able to take part in popular 
elections? 

Finally, it is worth mentioning that everyone who contributed to the Discussion Group agreed 
that a rejection to violence does not mean the exclusion or elimination of leftist social and 
political movements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               


